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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can ask and answer questions about a text (RI.3.1) 

I can identify the main message or lesson of a story using key details from the text. (RL.3.2) 

I can effectively participate in a conversation with my peers and adults. (SL.3.1) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can ask and answer questions about a text. 

• I can talk with my partner in order to determine the gist of sections of Rain School. 

• I can identify the main message of Rain School by reading the text closely.   

• Close Read recording form (parts 1 and 2) 

• Quotes from My Librarian Is a Camel 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Predicting from Text: Quotes Related to the Content 

of the Module (20 minutes) 

B. Engaging the Reader and Modeling  Fluency: Read 

Aloud of Rain School (10 minutes) 

C. Rereading to Capture the Gist (20 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief (5 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Read some sections of Rain School out loud to 

someone at home and tell them what you have 

already figured out about the story.  

• Prepare a piece of chart paper with a Quote from My Librarian is a Camel “The herders like to use ‘iron 

horses,’ meaning motorbikes, instead of real horses. Very few people have telephones, television, or 

access to computers, but most people can read!” or use the teacher reference sheet “Text Quote for Work 

Time A” (see Supporting Materials). 

• This lesson introduces students to the concept of reading closely, by moving them through a specific 

process.  Students will use this reading routine throughout the year, so take time in this lesson and in 

the coming weeks to be sure they understand the purpose and process. To understand this process more 

fully, review Helping Students Read Closely (Appendix 1). 

• For this lesson and the next lesson, students will need access to Rain School. 

• In advance: Create an anchor chart Capturing the Gist of Rain School (see sample in Supporting 

Materials). 

• In advance: Create a chart of the Close Read recording form to use as an anchor chart. 

• Note that the read-aloud in Work Time has two purposes: to engage students and to build fluency. Be 

sure that all students can see the text: Project it on a document camera, gather students close, or 

students follow along in their own copy of the text.  

• The read-aloud should be “pure”: Simply read the text. Do NOT start with a picture walk, pause to 

discuss key passages, etc. During the lesson, students will reread the text multiple times on their own to 

understand the text more fully. The read-aloud is just a taste: to get the beautiful language, rich images, 

and important ideas swimming in the classroom.  

• Review Think-Pair-Share protocol (Appendix 1). 

• Standard RF.3.4a is assessed in Unit 2 of this module. Provide students with opportunities to practice 

reading aloud fluently using the central texts used in the lessons. A sample is provided in the Supporting 

Materials section. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

gist, character, setting, motivation, 

problem, solution, detail, lesson 

Lesson Vocabulary 

• Text Quote for Work Time A for projection/display or on chart paper. (new; teacher-created or use sample in Supporting 

Materials) 

• Document camera and projector 

• Quotes from My Librarian Is a Camel (one per student) 

• Rain School (book; one per student) 

• Capturing the Gist of Rain School recording form (one per student) 

• Capturing the Gist of Rain School anchor chart (new; teacher-created or use student recording form in Supporting Materials 

as anchor chart) 

• Sticky notes (or a notebook)  

• Close Read recording form (one per student) 

• Alternate Close Read recording form (scaffold for support) 

• Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart (new; teacher-created) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Example of Partially Completed Close Read Recording Form for Reading Rain School 

• Example of Close Reading Routine Chart with Nonlinguistic Representations (see note in Closing) 

• Example of Non-Linguistic Representations of Learning Target Vocabulary in This Lesson 

• Examples of Sentence Starters for Think-Pair-Share (see note in Closing) 

• Optional Resource: Rain School Excerpt for Fluency Practice 

• Optional Resource: Close Reading Terms desk cards 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

• Direct students’ attention to the learning targets for today. Read each target aloud slowly and carefully, and then invite 

students to turn and talk about what the target means in their own words. Emphasize that today they will be practicing the 

early steps of close reading for the first time. This basically means that they will read a book more than once to keep trying to 

understand more about it, to figure out words they don’t know, and to think about the main message. 

• Tell them that this process will become clearer as they practice today and in the next days, and that they will have many 

chances during this module to practice this same process again. 

 

 

 

Work Time  Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Predicting from Text: Quotes Related to the Content of the Module (20 minutes) 

• Gather students together. Tell them that this year they will become great readers, encountering many different types of texts. 

They will be reading stories, but also will be reading informational texts about real people and real places! Right now, they 

are going to get a glimpse at quotes from some of these texts. Briefly define quote in this context: a very short bit from a 

book. 

• Tell students that their job will be to read a quote and ask questions that the quote brings to their minds. For today, they get 

to just be curious: It’s okay if they don’t have answers yet.  

• Students will try to use clues, like words and phrases, to come up with possible answers to their questions. Tell them that 

there may be a lot of words in these quotes that they don’t know which is fine. Encourage them to circle unfamiliar words 

and look for words that might help them get at the meaning of the quote.  

• Practice together once. Display the teacher reference Text Quote for Work Time A from My Librarian is a Camel. “The 

herders like to use ‘iron horses,’ meaning motorbikes, instead of real horses. Very few people have telephones, television, or 

access to computers, but most people can read!” 

• Ask about the word herders. Think aloud the process of asking a question and using the text to find possible answers. Show 

them how to focus on key words, even if these are words students don’t yet understand: “I am wondering what a herder is, so 

I am going to write, ‘What is a herder?’”  

• Some students may benefit from 

sentence starter cards for times 

when asked to Think-Pair-Share. 

Having the prompt on a card will 

not only help the student to focus 

but it also provides a structure for 

their speaking. For the Think-Pair-

Share in this lesson section, the 

cards might read: “I think the words 

___ and ___ might be important.” 

and “I think the quote is mostly 

about ___.” and “A question I have 

is ___.” 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Invite students to turn and talk about this first quote.  

* What other words do they notice that might be important?  What do they think the quote is mostly about?  

* What questions do they have?  

• Invite students’ contributions first, and then model if needed. (For example, “Without any electronics, what do people do for 

fun?”) Write this question below the quote.  

• Tell students that they will now get to work on five more quotes with a partner. Remind students that for today, the goal is 

just to try to make sense of the quote, pay attention to hard and important words, and ask questions. It’s okay if they don’t 

have the answers yet.  

• Distribute Quotes from My Librarian Is a Camel to each student. Review the instructions: 

1. Read the quote with your partner. Read the quote a second time. It’s okay if you don’t understand it yet.  

2. Think of questions you have based on the quote you read. They might be about things you’re curious about, or a question 

might be about a word or phrase that you don’t understand. Write down your questions while your partner writes down 

theirs. 

3. Circle words you don’t know or can’t figure out. It’s okay if you circle a lot of words. It’s good to just start noticing hard 

words!  

4. Think about words that could help you figure out possible answers to your questions.  

5. Share your questions with your partner and discuss possible answers,  speaking in complete sentences.  

• Circulate and support as needed. This is a good way to informally assess students’ comfort with reading in a low-risk 

environment during the first days of school. 

 

B. Engaging the Reader and Building Fluency: Read-aloud of Rain School (10 minutes) 

• Gather students together. Tell them that now they are going to be hearing and reading a beautiful story by James Rumford 

called Rain School; it is about students who are like them in many ways but very different in other ways. Tell them that the 

first time they hear it, they should just listen, follow the flow of the story, and enjoy the story.  

• Note: It is important that this text is read without interruption. The purpose is to acquaint students with the text, not aid 

them in comprehension through questioning or discussion. 

• Allowing students to see the text 

and illustrations will aid them in 

their comprehension.  

• Consider providing nonlinguistic 

symbols (e.g., two people talking for 

discuss, a pen for record, a  
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Use a document camera to project the book Rain School or hold the book up so all students can see the text (this promotes 

fluency). Ask students to follow along in their text. 

• Read the entire text slowly, fluently, without interruption. If students get excited and want to talk about the text, tell them: 

“Right now, I just want you to listen to the story and think about it. We are actually going to be rereading this story several 

times during this lesson, and even tomorrow, so there will be plenty of time to talk about it.” 

magnifying glass for details, a light 

bulb for main idea) to assist ELLs in 

making connections with 

vocabulary. These symbols can be 

used throughout the year. 

Specifically, they can be used in 

directions and learning targets. 

Examples of possible nonlinguistic 

symbols for this lesson can be found 

at the end of this lesson. 

C. Rereading on Your Own: Capturing the Gist (20 minutes) 

• Tell students that now they will have a chance to work with this text again a second time. They will be reading the text again, 

but for a different purpose.  

• Each and every time students read, they will follow a similar routine:  

* Read and think on their own. 

* Talk with their group about the text. 

* Write notes or answer questions about the text. 

• Tell them that this time when they read, they will be getting the gist of the story. Define gist: the central or main idea. In 

other words, they’ll be trying to understand what the story is mostly about. 

• Tell them that just like earlier in the lesson, they should also pay attention to words they don’t know or that they think might 

be important.  

• Project or display the Capturing the Gist anchor chart. Rain School has already been sectioned, or chunked, into three 

parts. Explain to students that “chunking the text” is a useful close reading technique. It means the story has been divided up 

into smaller parts and students would work with one chunk, or section, at a time. 

• Model this process using the first section of Rain School. Read the first section of the text aloud (stop at: “This is the 

moment they have been waiting for”). Invite students to silently read along with you. 

• At times within the module, the text 

is chunked for the students but 

students will learn they can do this 

for themselves as readers working 

with complex text. 

• The scaffolding in this portion of the 

lesson is: 

1. Section 1 - pp 1–13. All students 

working with the teacher 

receiving a high level of support. 

Reinforce whole group with use 

of the anchor chart. 

2. Section 2 - pp 14–22. Students 

working with a partner and 

being monitored by the teacher. 

Reinforce whole group with use 

of the anchor chart. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Then think aloud the process of identifying unfamiliar words. This might sound something like: “I’ve never heard the word 

‘sapling’ before, so I’m going to write it down.” Either underline the word sapling in the text or write it on a sticky note. 

• Continue thinking aloud: “But this new word does not stop me from understanding the text, so I’m going to leave it for now 

and come back to it later.” Tell students they will be working more with vocabulary tomorrow.  

• Tell students that their second important job when they read this time is to think about and record the gist of each section as 

they read. Review the word gist. Look at the first section again, and think aloud. “When I try to figure out the gist, I think 

about the characters in the section and the important events that happened.”  

• Have students Think-Pair-Share with someone near them the question: “Who was in this section and what is something 

important that happened?” Tell students Think-Pair-Share is exactly what it sounds like. They first think on their own. They 

then pair with a “next-door neighbor” to talk about their thinking. Finally, they share with the class their partner’s thinking 

Invite students to share their ideas. 

• Model for students how to write the gist of the first section on a sticky note by completing section 1 on the Capturing the Gist 

of Rain School anchor chart. The gist of the first section might read something like: “Thomas is very excited to go school. But 

first he has to help build the school out of mud and plants.”  

• Encourage students to share words that they may not know to write on the Capturing the Gist of Rain School anchor chart. 

The vocabulary in this first section will likely not be problematic for students with the possible exception of: schoolyard and 

saplings. There is no need to linger over the words at this point since working with vocabulary has a specific place later in 

lesson 3. 

• Place students in partnerships or groups. Tell students to do the next section (pp 14-22) by working together. Remind them 

that they are looking for words they do not know, as well as writing the gist for the next section on sticky notes. It’s 

important for students to be reminded that they must reread the section first. Allow students 5 minutes to work. 

• Circulate and support students as they read.  

• After students have read and worked for 5 minutes, stop them in their work. Share out as a whole group what students felt 

was the gist of section 2 and what words were considered hard. Add these to the Capturing the Gist of Rain School anchor 

chart. 

3. Section 3 – pp 23-28 (end). 

Students try going it on their 

own while being monitored by 

the teacher. Partners share their 

thinking with each other. 

Reinforce whole group with use 

of the anchor chart. 

• In this lesson and future close 

reading lessons, students are 

directed to write on sticky notes on 

the text to record unfamiliar words 

and the gist.  

• Pre-write “who” and “what 

happened” on sticky notes for 

students who need additional 

scaffolding to capture the gist as 

they read. 

• Consider pairing struggling readers 

with a stronger reader for this task. 

Alternatively, consider pulling a 

small group of students who may 

not have the fluency, language, or 

decoding skills to do this task on 

their own.  
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Tell students they will now attempt the third and final section (pp 23-28, end of story) on their own. Remind them to follow 

the same steps: reread, think about the gist of the section and write it on a sticky note, as well as write down any hard and 

important words as well. 

• After students have worked for 5 minutes on their own, stop them in their work. Ask them to discuss with their partner or 

group what they wrote. Remind students of the Conversation Criteria that was developed in Lesson 1. Consider posing 

questions such as: “Do you have similar words circled? Did you have a similar ‘gist’ for section three of the story?” 

• After 2 to 3 minutes of discussion, distribute the Close Read Recording Form to each student.  

• Orient students to this recording form since it’s their first time seeing and using it. Tell them this recording form will be used 

frequently in unit 1 of this module.  

• Ask students to look at the first section and the read the question aloud: “After reading this for the first time on your own, 

what do you think the main message of this story is?” Discuss the phrase main message in this context: what the author is 

trying to teach us.  

• Invite students to Ink-Pair-Share the main message of the story. Tell students they will do more close reading work with the 

story Rain School in lesson 3. This will include completing the remainder of the Close Read recording form. 

• Writing gist statements is new for 

most students. Using the anchor 

chart to create an opportunity to 

model the thinking and writing is a 

critical scaffold. Since students will 

eventually be writing gist 

statements on sticky notes, the 

teacher can suggest or require that 

students do this ‘for practice’ as the 

teacher is writing on the anchor 

chart. 

• Students are hearing a lot of new 

terminology related to close reading 

as this first module launches. In the 

Supporting Materials are cards with 

close reading terms that students 

can use as a reference or teachers 

can enlarge and use for classroom 

display. 

• Ink-Pair-Share is a variation of 

Think-Pair-Share that has student 

think and write first, then talk with 

a partner, followed by sharing out 

whole group. 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 2 

Introducing Close Reading: 

Finding the Main Message and Taking Notes about Rain School 
 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 
 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M1:U1:L2  •  March 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) January 2015    •  9 
 

 

Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief (5 minutes) 

• Ask students to review as a whole group the steps they took as readers today. They listened as the story was read aloud in 

order to get the flow of the story. The story was read again in sections, or chunks, and they captured the gist for each section 

while also paying attention to hard words. They made an early attempt to identify the main message of the story. 

• Ask: “How did these steps help you to better understand this text?” Think-Pair-Share this question.  

• Once students have shared, tell them that today they did part of a process called close reading. Begin a Close Readers Do 

These Things anchor chart. In the next lesson they will read the text two more times to capture details and to answer 

specific questions. 

• When doing Think-Pair-Share, it is 

helpful if students are already 

sitting near a peer with whom they 

can work well. It is also engaging to 

add movement to this protocol: an 

exaggerated gesture of finger on the 

forehead and eyes closed for 

thinking and putting bodies knee to 

knee when pairing up. 

• Some students may benefit from 

being given sentence starters for 

Think-Pair-Share. An example of 

sentence starters can be found at 

the end of this lesson. 

• Consider providing nonlinguistic 

symbols of close reading steps to 

assist ELLs in making connections 

with the specific terminology. These 

symbols can be used throughout the 

year. Specifically, they can be used 

during lessons within the sequence 

of the ‘steps’ of the close reading 

routine. Examples of possible 

nonlinguistic symbols for this can 

be found at the end of this lesson. 
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Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Complete Lesson 2 Homework. Read some sections of Rain School out loud to someone at home. Tell someone at home 

what you already have figured out about the story. What is the story mostly about? How are the students in that school like 

you? How are they different?  Let them ask you questions about the story. 

 

Note: For the next lesson, students will continue to work with their Close Read Recording Forms and their copy of Rain 

School. Consider collecting students’ work from today so nothing gets lost, or direct students to save their work in a  

reading folder.  
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Text Quote for Work Time A 

 

 

The herders like to use ‘iron horses,’ meaning motorbikes, instead 

of real horses. Very few people have telephones, television, or access 

to computers, but most people can read! 
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Quotes from My Librarian Is a Camel1 

By Margriet Ruurs 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Directions 
 

1. Read the quote with your partner. Read the quote a second time. It’s okay if you don’t understand 

it yet.  

2. Think of questions you have based on the quote you read. They might be about things you’re 

curious about, or a question might be about a word or phrase that you don’t understand. Write 

down your questions while your partner writes down their own. 

3. Circle words you don’t know or can’t figure out. It’s okay if you circle a lot of words. It’s good just 

to start noticing hard words!  

4. Think about words that could help you figure out possible answers to your questions. 

5. Share your questions with your partner. Discuss possible answers, speaking in complete sentences.  

 

Quote 1: “A driver and a librarian divide the books into two boxes. They saddle them on the camel’s 

back, which is covered with a grass mat for protection. A second camel carries a tent that serves as the 

library roof.” 

Questions I have: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1© Boyds Mills Press (2005). 
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Quotes from My Librarian Is a Camel1 

By Margriet Ruurs 

 

Quote 2: “But the volunteers aren’t done yet.… They cross a river in their truck and drive until they 

cannot go farther. Then they unload the boxes of books to take them to the small villages. From here 

they must walk four hours … crossing log bridges while carrying the boxes of books on their 

shoulders.”  

Questions I have: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quote 3: “The Books-by-Elephant delivery program serves thirty-seven villages… They have even 

designed special metal slates that won’t break when carried on the elephant’s back across the rough 

land.”  

Questions I have: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1© Boyds Mills Press (2005). 
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Quotes from My Librarian Is a Camel1 

By Margriet Ruurs 

 

Quote 4: “The boys take their young friend for a ride on their sled as they walk to the post office to 

pick up their books.…While the northern wind howls across the tundra, they read fantasy and action 

novels. ”   

Questions I have: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quote 5: “The country has seven floating libraries. The Kalimantan Floating Library consists of a 

wood boat, 8 meters long and 3 meters wide. The boat, which is powered by a diesel engine, can carry 

up to five hundred books.” 

Questions I have: 
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Capturing the Gist of Rain School  
 

 

Section Gist Vocabulary 

1 
pp 1-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

 

2 
pp 14-22 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

 

3 
pp 23-28 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 
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Close Read Recording Form 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Close Read Recording Form for book:  

 

 
 
Part 1: Capturing the Gist of a Story 
 

After reading this for the first time on your own, what do you think the main message 

of the story is? 
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Close Read Recording Form 

Part 2: Gathering Important Details in a Story 
 

Somebody … 

(character) 

 

in … 

(setting) 

 

wanted … 

(motivation) 

 

but … 

(problem) 

 

so … 

(resolution) 

 

Part 3: Revisiting the Gist 

After thinking more closely about the characters and their motivations, now what do you think the 

main message of the story is?  
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why do you think this?   ___________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
1Kylene Beers, When Kids Can’t Read: What Teachers Can Do (Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2003), 144–49. 
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Alternate Close Read Recording Form for Rain School  

 

Close Read Recording Form for book:  

Rain School 

 

Part 1: Capturing the Gist of a Story 
 

After reading this for the first time on your own, what do you think the main message 
of the story is? 
 

 I think the main message of the story is 

 

 

 

 

Part 2: Gathering Important Details in a Story 
 

Somebody … 
 

(character) 

 

in … 
 

(setting) 

 

_____________________, a country in Africa 

wanted … 
 

(motivation) 

 
to go ___________________________________ 

but … 
 

(problem) 

 
there was no ______________________________ 

so … 
 

(resolution) 

 
the students ______________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
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Part 3: Revisiting the Gist 

After thinking more closely about the characters and their motivations, now 
what do you think the main message of the story is?  
 

The main message of Rain School is _______________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

I think this because the students  _________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1Kylene Beers, When Kids Can’t Read: What Teachers Can Do (Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2003), 144–49. 
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Close Reading Terms 
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Close Reading Terms 
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Close Reading Terms 
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Close Reading Terms 
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Close Reading Terms 
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Rain School Excerpt for Fluency Practice 

 

In the country of Chad, it is the first day of school. The dry dirt road 

is filling up with children. 

Big brothers and sisters are leading the way. 

“Will they give us a notebook?” Thomas asks. 

“Will they give us a pencil?” 

“Will I learn to read like you?” 

“Stop asking so many questions and keep up,” say the big brothers 

and big sisters. 

Thomas arrives at the schoolyard, but there are no classrooms. 

There are no desks. 

It doesn’t matter. 

There is a teacher. 

“We will build our school,” she says. “This is the first lesson.” 
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Lesson 2 Homework 
 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Read some sections of Rain School out loud to someone at home.  

 Tell the person you read to what you already have figured out about the 

story.  
 

 What is the story mostly about?  

 How are the students in that school like you? How are they different?  

 Let them ask you questions about the story. 

 
 
I read to _____________________________________________. 
 
 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 2 

 

 

 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M1:U1:L2  •  March 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) January 2015  •  28 
 

Close Reading Routine Chart with Nonlinguistic Representations 

READ AND THINK ON YOUR OWN: Image Copyright Thai Soriano, 2013. Used under license from Shutterstock.com. 

TALK WITH YOUR GROUP: Image Copyright Pressmaster, 2013. Used under license from Shutterstock.com. 

WRITE NOTES: Image Copyright Kamira, 2013. Used under license from Shutterstock.com. 
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Non-Linguistic Representations of Learning Target Vocabulary in This Lesson
 

DETAILS: Image Copyright Zurijeta, 2013. Used under license from Shutterstock.com. 

DISCUSS: Image Copyright Jacek Chabraszewski, 2013. Used under license from Shutterstock.com. 

MAIN IDEA: Image Copyright Hilch, 2013. Used under license from Shutterstock.com. 

SORT: Image Copyright S.Pytel, 2013. Used under license from Shutterstock.com. 


